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A new way
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A borough of...
contrasts

FOCUS K&C and you
can make a real difference.

FOCUS Kensington and Chelsea Foundation

Kensington and Chelsea, now combined to form the Royal
Borough, have long been thought of as preserves of the rich and
powerful, of artists and fashionistas from King’s Road to Notting
Hill. But few are aware that, in an area of only 4.5 square miles,
there are today pockets of extreme poverty and deprivation. 

The gap between haves and have-nots
in Kensington and Chelsea is
disturbingly wide. 

For instance: 

• Average life expectancy is
only 73 in the north of the
Borough, nearly 11 years less than in the south;

• Of the 20,000 residents older than 65, more than
50% live alone;

• Property values are amongst the highest in the
world, yet 31% of private sector housing in the
Borough does not meet the Government’s Decent
Homes Standard; 

• The Borough has the fourth highest level of
overcrowded households in London and over 1,000
households living in temporary accommodation; 

• 51% of the Borough’s children attend independent
schools, while in its state schools the proportion of
children qualifying for free school meals is at least
double the national average;

• 50% of children in primary schools and 44% in
secondary schools do not have English as their first
language;

• 30% of residents in the Borough’s north are under
16, 50% higher than the national average.

Many residents give generously to charity on a regular basis.
They support a range of national and international
organisations. Unknown to most, however, are the local
charities addressing inequalities in their own back yard.
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See for yourself the real difference 
you can make to your community!

FOCUS Kensington and Chelsea
Foundation

This charitable foundation has been set up by local people to
generate financial support for local charities. Based on a
successful world-wide model, it will strengthen the local
community, encouraging residents’ support for local causes,
fostering local pride and social responsibility.

FOCUS K&C provides a link between donors and the more than
400 charities based in the Borough, many of which are struggling
to survive in the current climate. 

Its expert management team eases the path of local 
philanthropy by:

• Listening to donors’
concerns and helping them
identify the local charities
that best meet their interests;

• Ensuring that funds are
channelled to areas where
they will be most effective;

• Enabling donors to achieve more collectively than
they could individually;

• Monitoring grants and providing donors with
feedback, allowing them to see the real impact of
their donations on the local community;

• Offering vehicles for tax-efficient giving;

• Helping donors to engage with local charities;

• Providing opportunities for donors to share
knowledge and experience at regular events.

FOCUS Kensington and Chelsea Foundation
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An inspiring
network 

Over 400 charities in Kensington and Chelsea address needs 
in a variety of fields, for example:

• Health, education and
poverty;

• People in difficulty: children
and young people, people
with disabilities, immigrants,
older and frail elderly
people;

• Culture, sports, the arts and the environment.

Although most of these charities are small, they provide a vital
community service. Run by dedicated individuals with a passion,
knowledge and feel for their local community, they are able to
understand and address local needs that lie below the radar of
government programmes. 

These charities are struggling as:

• Competition for funds from trusts and statutory
bodies becomes more intense, often favouring larger,
national charities;

• Changes to local authority funding regimes impose
bureaucratic burdens on charities and threaten their
independence and ability to innovate;

• Lottery funds are being diverted to the 
2012 Olympics.

Many of these charities lack the resources to invest in public
fundraising campaigns. As a result, the majority of local residents
are unaware of their work and achievements.

FOCUS K&C and you can help them
make a real difference to local lives.

FOCUS Kensington and Chelsea Foundation
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Let us discuss together how to achieve the 
best value from your gift to the future.

A lasting
solution

FOCUS K&C is working on two fronts:

• Raising funds for grants addressing immediate
needs;

• Building an endowment whose capital will be
invested, providing on-going income.

In this way the cycle of hand-to-mouth funding for small charities
can be broken and their work underpinned for the benefit of
future generations.

Working with the Capital Community
Foundation, FOCUS K&C has
established a separate Grassroots
Endowment Fund. Through this, we
can access match funds from the
Government's Office of the Third
Sector, offered to encourage private donors to set up
endowments for local projects. 

With the added value of tax incentives, this programme can
increase the value of your gift by 300%.

This fund will provide a permanent legacy, enabling local
organisations to meet the ever-present challenges in our society,
to give youngsters a better start in life, to overcome barriers to
employment, to improve the community’s health, to support the
elderly and isolated, to create a better environment or to
stimulate arts and sporting opportunities.

FOCUS Kensington and Chelsea Foundation
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A few examples of the work 
being carried out by charities

I have been disabled for many years, English was
not my first language and I felt isolated. ADKC provides
many services to help people like me. They were very
friendly and organised courses which helped my language
and computer skills. I have become more confident and
assertive, and gained many new friends.
Action Disability Kensington and Chelsea member

I was a victim of domestic violence. I received one-
to-one counselling from Al-Hasaniya, attended their ESOL
classes and was supported at the local college through its
‘back to work’ project. I am now in safe accommodation,
working, and my daughter is in school.
Al-Hasaniya Moroccan Women’s Project member

I have been using the drop-in for two years; 
I was pregnant and my son was two years old, very shy
and clingy. He has made friends and become more
independent; now he has moved into primary school 
and settled in immediately.
Mother, Punch and Judy Family Centre, Earls Court

If it wasn’t for you, many children and their 
parents would never experience the joy of the theatre. 
Thank you!
St. Vincent’s Family Project letter to Chelsea Theatre

A new way...

FOCUS Kensington and Chelsea Foundation
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in your Borough...

What a fantastic course! The teachers and
volunteers are all so patient, I feel I have learnt so much.
Nova has kick-started my life.
Student, Nova New Opportunities, Skills Development Course

The Gardens welcome people with a wide 
range of interests. Nature lovers enjoy the exotic and
native plants. Children visit our large pond with its wealth
of wildlife, or attend classes in food growing. A scented
courtyard offers space for quiet contemplation, while 
at a safe distance, a state-of-the-art skate bowl draws
enthusiasts all year round.
Director, Meanwhile Gardens

Two years ago there were no facilities on the 
estate for 8-12 year olds, many of whom were excluded
from school, suffered family and behavioural problems 
and were becoming involved in crime. 50 young people 
are now off the street and attending regular activities 
at our centre.
Director, Dalgarno Neighbourhood Trust

Sixty Plus is my lifeline – I can always ring up 
for that little bit of help that makes such a big difference 
to my life.       
88 year-old member of Sixty Plus

to make a real difference in your community.

FOCUS Kensington and Chelsea Foundation
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Contact
us now...

The FOCUS K&C Foundation
Lighthouse West London
111-117 Lancaster Road
London
W11 1QT

+44 (0)20 7243 9806  
jraphaely@focuskc.com
www.focuskc.com

Registered Charity no. 1125940

A project of the 
Kensington and Chelsea Social Council

Jeremy Raphaely

Director

Design: www.pkm-designs.co.uk

FOCUS Kensington and Chelsea Foundation
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